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Opening Letter 

Standing with Black Women and Girls is not an option – it is an obligation and sacred opportunity. 

In the spirit of Shirley Chisolm, we resolve to be unbought, unbossed, and undefeated in the face 

of sexism, stigmatization, workplace exploitation, intimate partner abuse, and the manifold 

forms of opposition that confront sisters of color. Standing with black women and girls is not 

only a priority for the sisters: it is a community priority, a human rights issue, a litmus test of 

the theological integrity of the prophetic wing of the black church. Upon witnessing the 

traumatic #AssaultAtSpringValleyHigh and discussing it with my wife and fellow sojourner for 

justice, Gabby-Cudjoe Wilkes, I convened a few friends to determine how we might best mobilize 

faith communities to prioritize the needs, concerns, and existing advocacy/organizing strategies 

of women of color. 

We cannot be content with prayer breakfasts and rapid-response statements alone. 

Congregations of color can offer black folks more than women’s season, special luncheons, and 

peripheral moments of foregrounding within an otherwise male-dominated setting. The 

#StandwithBWG convening presents this toolkit as an action guide and educational resource to 

aid congregations in continuing or commencing the urgently needed work of standing with black 

women and girls.  

The toolkit is subdivided into four sections: 1) Liturgical Resources; 2) Policy Options & Public 

Actions; 3) Social Media Campaign; and 4) Video Resources. Starting Friday, December 11th, the 

#StandwithBWG campaign will continue until Sunday, January 17th, 2016. To join the campaign 

or request further information, please email standwithbwg@gmail.com   

Too often solidarity for racial justice underscores the plight of men and plays down the pain and 

power of women of color. With your energy and engagement, we can co-construct a more 

equitable solidarity, a greater sense of working together with women and girls are valued in all 

of their multi-dimensionality.  

To participate in  

Towards a More Equitable Solidarity, 

Rev. Andrew Wilkes, Convener and Policy Options/Public Actions Director, #StandwithBWG 

Rev. Jennifer Bailey, Liturgical Resources Director, #StandwithBWG 

Kercena Dozier, Digital Campaign Director, #StandwithBWG 

Rev. Dr. Traci D. Blackmon, Executive Minister of Justice & Witness, United Church of Christ; 

Senior Pastor & Teacher, Christ the King, United Church of Christ 

Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes, Chairman, Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference; Senior Pastor, 

Friendship West Baptist Church 

Rev. Shivonne McKay, Pastor, Galilee United Methodist Church 

mailto:standwithbwg@gmail.com
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Rev. Willie Francois III, Pastor, Mount Zion Baptist Church 

Ifeoma Ike, Esq., Co-Creator, BlackandBrownPeopleVote. 
Onleilove Alston, Executive Director, Faith in New York 

Carmen Dixon, Organizer, Black Lives Matter Chapter – New York City; Faith and Policy Organizer, 

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies 
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StandwithBWG: Liturgical Resources 
 

This Advent--Waiting for Justice for Black Women and Girls 
 

This month black churches across the country mark the holy season of Advent. Advent, from the Latin 
word adventus or “coming”, is the time where the Body of Christ gathers in expectant waiting and 
preparation to celebrate the birth of our Savior while anticipating his promised return. As the beginning 
of the Christian calendar, Advent is also a time of deep reflection on the major events of the past year as 
we prepare for what is to come. Perhaps, no issue has garnered more public attention this year than the 
#blacklivesmatter movement.  

 
On July 10, 2015, Sandra Bland, 28-year old black woman from Naperville, Illinois was arrested for 
allegedly assaulting a police officer during a traffic stop in Waller County, Texas. Three days later she was 
found dead in her jail cell.  At the time of her death, Bland joined a blood-soaked list of African American 
women brutalized by police violence. Let us remember their names: Alexia Christian, Meagan Hockaday, 
Mya Hall, Janisha Fonville, and Natasha McKenna. The stories of these women lay alongside the victims 
of former Oklahoma City Police officer Daniel Holtzclaw, a serial rapist, charged with 36 crimes committed 
against 13 Black women including rape, sexual battery, forcible oral sodomy and indecent exposure.   
 
With the notable exception of Ms. Bland, it is rare that cases of brutality and systemic violence against 
Black women and girls are afforded the same visibility as their black male counterparts. The police killing 
of 18-year-old Michael Brown was a watershed moment that sparked a nationwide movement against 
police violence and anti-Black racism in the United States. The catalyzing force of the #blacklivesmatter 
movement made Brown along with other victims of police violence like Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, Walter 
Scott, and Laquan McDonald, household names. Their stories and images because rally points and 
launched policy debates about the future of policing and reforms to the American criminal justice system. 
 
The historical failure to demand accountability for the killing and abuse of countless black women by 
police over the past two decades leaves black women rendered invisible and thus under-protected in the 
face of their vulnerability to racialized police violence. Also often rendered invisible is the centrality of 
black women’s leadership in the #blacklivesmatter movement. The co-founders of the #blacklivesmatter 
movement are three queer black women, Opal Tometi, Alicia Garza, and Patrisse Cullors, whose 
leadership after the murder of Trayvon Martin in 2012 laid the groundwork for the current grassroots 
organizing on the ground. Leaders such as Charlene Carruthers of the Black Youth Project 100 and scholar-
activist Kimberlé Crenshaw of the African American Policy Forum elevate and amplify the specific 
challenges facing black women and girls in their work.  
 
This Advent season we must not confuse waiting with idleness. If the Black Church is to lean into its 
prophetic legacy and teachings this Advent season, we must #StandwithBWG.  The time is now for clergy 
and laity to amplify the voices our sisters who have been crying in the wilderness to be heard. 
 
This toolkit includes a collection of resources to help historically black congregations participate in the 
#StandwithBWG campaign. It is a testament to the courage and faith that is being demonstrated daily by 
the black women organizers on the front lines of the movements for racial and economic justice that are 
reshaping our nation.  We ask you to join us by #StandwithBWG campaign this Advent season. 
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An Advent Litany for Black Women and Girls 

By Rev. Jennifer Bailey 
 

Adopted from the Work by Onleilove Alston 

 
Liturgist: God of Mary, Elizabeth, and Rachel we come to you this Advent season. We confess to you this 
Advent season that we have been silent when the lives of black women have been abused by systems of 
racism and sexism. We confess that we have diminished the mothers of creation, while worshipping an 
idol constructed by our biases. 

 
Congregation: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
Liturgist: Like Rachel weeping for her children (Matthew 2:18), we refuse to be comforted as we hold in 
our hearts the names of our sisters brutalized by police violence this year. Together, we say their names.  
 
Congregation: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
Liturgist: Sandra Bland. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Alexia Christian. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Meagan Hockaday. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Mya Hall. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Janisha Fonville. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Natasha McKenna. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Kindra Chapman. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Joyce Curnell. 
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Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Ralkina Jones. 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: Raynette Turner 
 
Congregation: Say her name. 
 
Liturgist: God please comfort the friends and family they left behind. 
 
Congregation: Help us as the church to take a bold stance against the societal sins that caused their deaths 
 
Together:  We hear the cries of our sisters from the wilderness. We demand justice for black women and 
girls. As we wait for Christ to be revealed to us again, we will not wait to act. Come, Lord Jesus, come, to 
bring calm to agitation, peace to violence, response to inactivity, and empowerment so that the power of 
a strong loving resistance is stronger in every situation. 
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Devotional: The First Baby Shower Unites Women on the Margins 

by Onleilove Alston 
 

This piece was originally published in the NPR’s OnBeing Blog 
(http://www.onbeing.org/blog/first-baby-shower-unites-women-margins/2738) 

 
This season I am reminded of the meeting Mary had with Elizabeth to announce she was with child. 
Though this could have been a time of anxiety for Mary, with Elizabeth it became a time of celebration. I 
playfully call the following account of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth the first baby shower and in this account 
we an example of the deep sisterhood that maintains women on the margins especially Black woman 
during times of uncertainty. 
 
“Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill country, straight to 
Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb 
leaped. She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly, You’re so blessed among women, 
and the babe in your womb, also blessed, And why am I so blessed that the mother of my Lord visits me? 
The moment the sound of your greeting entered my ears, The babe in my womb skipped like a lamb for 
sheer joy. Blessed woman, who believed what God said, believed every word would come true! 
 
And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. God took one good 
look at me, and look what happened — I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! What God has done 
for me will never be forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. His mercy 
flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before him. He bared his arm and showed his 
strength, scattered the bluffing braggarts. He knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out 
of the mud. The starving poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left out in the cold. He 
embraced his chosen child, Israel; he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. It’s exactly 
what he promised, beginning with Abraham and right up to now. 
 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months and then went back to her own home.” 
 
In America, baby showers are times for women to come together and celebrate new life; presents are 
exchanged, advice given, and games played. Mary and Elizabeth celebrated the new life within them by 
exchanging presents of joy, encouragement, song, and prophecy. Both women were carrying children of 
promise: one would pave the way and the other would be the way. 
 
John the Baptist, a prophet even from the womb, jumped for joy because he knew the baby Mary carried 
was the Messiah. Mary and Elizabeth were both silenced and marginalized in their society, yet in the 
company of each other they declared prophetic words of what God was doing in their midst. Neither 
woman had a convenient pregnancy — Mary being a teenager and Elizabeth being an elderly woman, but 
each allowed herself to be inconvenienced for God’s purposes. Mary and Elizabeth’s celebration shows 
the importance of women coming together for prayer, praise, and prophecy. 
 
When Mary sings, “He knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. The starving 
poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left out in the cold,” we see that in the presence of 
Elizabeth she could freely declare words that may have been dangerous if spoken in public. Mary’s song 
was more than words of celebration, it was a declaration of the inevitable breakthrough of justice. 
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In my tradition as a womanist Sabbath Keeping follower of Yahshua (Jesus) I am in a season of waiting for 
the messianic age, but this season I am not waiting for Christ. There is no need to wait because his grace 
breaks into my reality each day. As a young African-American woman, I am waiting for the justice Mary 
sang about to break through into my community, into the U.S. prison system, into the shacks of South 
Africa, into the relations we have with each other. As I think about Mary being pregnant as a Hebrew 
woman living under Roman domination I am reminded of the thousands of pregnant incarcerated women 
that give birth while chained to beds every day. They too are waiting for God’s justice to break through, 
will we be like Elizabeth and stand by them? 
 
This passage is an encouragement to me as I wait because it reminds me that when women gather in 
Jesus’ name He is in our midst. I believe that if we want justice to break through into our society we cannot 
passively wait, but like Mary and Elizabeth we have to actively wait singing prophetic songs and taking 
actions of justice. Let us not grow anxious by the circumstances we see: the holiday parties, gifts to buy 
and return, or seasonal loneliness. But, during this season of Advent, let us remember that the Gospels 
included everyday people who God used in extraordinary ways. 
 
Women can continue to come together to rejoice, celebrate, and prophesy about liberation through 
collective action and prayer. This season I will actively wait by organizing for justice in my community, 
because when we come together the course of history will be interrupted, life birthed, and justice given. 
 
Prayer: God of Sarah, Hagar and Mary please be with women who are incarcerated this season, especially 
be with our pregnant incarcerated sisters and the children they will bring forth. Give us the courage to be 
like Elizabeth and standby our sisters to sing and act in ways that will cause the powerful forces of injustice 
to fall. Amen 
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Prayers from Our Foremothers 

 
Maria W. Stewart: “A Prayer for the Children of Africa in America" 

“O, Lord God, the watchmen of Zion have cried peace, peace, when there was no peace; they have 
been, as it were, blind leaders of the blind.” 

 
Sojourner Truth: "Do For Me God" 

Oh, God, you know I have no money, but you can make the people do for me, and you must make the 
people do for me. I will never give you peace till you do, God. 

 
Harriet Tubman: "Unconditional Affirmation" 

I’m going to hold steady on You, an’ You’ve got to see me through. 
 

Elizabeth J. Dabney: “O My God, Please Close This War” 
Give us godly patience to stand. Our mothers and fathers are crying for meat. The youth are deep in 
despair. The nations can scarcely find enough to eat. Forgive, dear God, and answer my prayer. This 
generation ignored your great command. Sometimes it’s so cold we can not stand. It has brought 
darkness, famine, and death. Then it’s so warm we can hardly draw our breath. Please close this war which 
is very mean. Teach us how to live together again. 

 
Mary McLeod Bethune: "Symphony of Life" 

Father, we call Thee Father because we love Thee. We are glad to be called Thy children, and to dedicate 
our lives to the service that extends through willing hearts and hands to the betterment of all mankind. 
We send a cry of Thanksgiving for people of all races, creeds, classes, and colors the world over, and pray 
that through the instrumentality of our lives the spirit of peace, joy, fellowship, and brotherhood shall 
circle the world. We know that this world is filled with discordant notes, but help us, Father, to so unite 
our efforts that we may all join in one harmonious symphony for peace and brotherhood, justice, and 
equality of opportunity for all men. The tasks performed today with forgiveness for all our errors, we 
dedicate, dear Lord, to Thee. Grant us strength and courage and faith and humility sufficient for the tasks 
assigned to us. 

 

 

  

http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Prayer/2009/01/Prayers-from-African-Americans-in-History.aspx?p=3%20-%20oDj1pH1mxSmj3Cdk.99
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Prayer/2009/01/Prayers-from-African-Americans-in-History.aspx?p=2%20-%20HdTvMhMlsDqoCg1C.99
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Prayer/2009/01/Prayers-from-African-Americans-in-History.aspx?p=3%20-%20oDj1pH1mxSmj3Cdk.99
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Prayer/2009/01/Prayers-from-African-Americans-in-History.aspx?p=3%20-%20oDj1pH1mxSmj3Cdk.99
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Prayer/2009/01/Prayers-from-African-Americans-in-History.aspx?p=6%20-%20ZlmW5kGFdYLykhWY.99
http://www.beliefnet.com/love-family/holidays/thanksgiving/thanksgiving-guide
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#StandwithBWG Worship & Action Resources 

Blogs: 

 
For Harriet: 
http://www.forharriet.com/ 

 
Rev. Wil Gafney, PhD:  
http://www.wilgafney.com/blog-page/ 
 
Networks: 

 
She Preaches: 
http://www.shepreaches.com 
 
Woman Preach!: 
http://womanpreach.org  
 
PICO, Live Free USA 
www.livefreeusa.org  
 
Lectionary Guides 
 
African-American Lectionary: 
http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/mobile/ 
 
Sojourners Preaching the Word: 
https://sojo.net/preaching-the-word  
 
Liturgical Resources: #Blacklivesmatter 
 
Hands Up Sabbath Toolkit: 
http://www.gamaliel.org/Portals/0/Documents/Hands-Up-Sabbath-Toolkit.pdf 
 
A Litany for Ferguson: 
http://www.umocm.com/uploads/2/9/1/2/2912379/liturgy_for_ferguson_angie.pdf 
 
A Litany of Protest and Praise: 
http://thisisworr.org/wp-content/multiverso-files/2_559b28e92310c/A-Litany-of-Praise-and-Protest-by-
SDPC-11.pdf 
 
Recommended Readings on African American Women’s Religious History & Theology  

 

Standing with Black Women and Girls entails direct engagement with the stories, ideas, and doing of 

black women and girls, as told by black women and girls. The following list of reading materials are a 

suggestive, not exhaustive list of those resources. Our hope and prayer is that exposure to this list will 

newly or further prioritize the intellectual work of black women and girls in your personal journey of 

faith and within the collective sojourn of your faith community. 

http://www.forharriet.com/
http://www.wilgafney.com/blog-page/
http://www.shepreaches.com/
http://womanpreach.org/
http://www.livefreeusa.org/
http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/mobile/
https://sojo.net/preaching-the-word
http://www.gamaliel.org/Portals/0/Documents/Hands-Up-Sabbath-Toolkit.pdf
http://www.umocm.com/uploads/2/9/1/2/2912379/liturgy_for_ferguson_angie.pdf
http://thisisworr.org/wp-content/multiverso-files/2_559b28e92310c/A-Litany-of-Praise-and-Protest-by-SDPC-11.pdf
http://thisisworr.org/wp-content/multiverso-files/2_559b28e92310c/A-Litany-of-Praise-and-Protest-by-SDPC-11.pdf
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Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Righteous Discontent: The Women’s Movement in the Black Baptist 

Church, 1880-1920 (1993) 

 

Delores S. Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness: The Challenge of Womanist God-Talk (1993) 

 

Katie G. Cannon, Katie’s Cannon: Womanism and the Soul of the Black Community (1995) 

 

Marcia Riggs, Can I Get a Witness?: Prophetic Religious Voices of African American Women (1997) 

Judith Weisenfeld, African American Women and Christian Activism: New York’s Black YWCA, 1905-1945 

(1997) 

 

Cheryl Gilkes, If It Wasn’t for the Women: Black Women’s Experience and Womanist Culture in Church 

and  Community (2001) 

 

Jualynne E. Dodson, Engendering Church: Women, Power and the AME Church (2002) 

 

Joycelyn Moody, Sentimental Confessions: Spiritual Narratives of Nineteenth Century African American 

Women (2003) 

 

Marla Faye Frederick, Between Sundays: Black Women and Everyday Struggles of Faith (2003) 

 

Carolyn Moxley Rouse, Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam (2004) 

 

Anthea D. Butler, Women in the Church of God in Christ: Making a Sanctified World (2007) 

 

Bettye Collier-Thomas, Jesus, Jobs and Justice: African American Women and Religion (2010) 

 

Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God (2015) 

Alice Walker, In Search of My Mother’s Gardens (1983) 

Emilie Townes, Womanist Ethics and the Cultural Production of Evil (2006).  

Marian Wright Edelman, Lanterns (2000). 

Keri Day, Unfinished Business: Black Women, The Black Church, and the Struggle to Thrive in America 

(2012). 

Pauli Murray, The Autobiography of a Black Activist, Feminist, Lawyer, Priest, and Poet (1989). 
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#StandwithBWG Policy Options & Public Actions 

Standing with black women and girls requires speaking out for policies and paradigms that 

prioritize the well-being of women and girls of color. Foregrounding the flourishing of black 

women and girls is not a women’s issue – it’s a fundamental issue of first importance for the 

black community writ large, for the entire body of Christ. Well-intentioned, but uninformed acts 

of solidarity are insufficient for standing alongside already organizing black women and girls of 

color seeking liberation. Instead, we propose to share policy options and suggestions for public 

action that identify and remove the root causes of oppression, stigmatization, and criminalization 

facing women and girls of color. Politics, prayer, and piety are interconnected. Because the God 

of our prayers made black women and girls in a divine image, we commit to championing policy 

options and public actions which reflect the inherent value and worth of women and girls of color 

in God’s eyes – and our own.  

School-to-Prison Pipeline: 

Overview 

Lamentably, black women and girls in America often experience school as a place of 
stigmatization instead of education. Too often, as the African-American Policy Forum notes, 
“African-American girls [are] on the receiving end of punitive, zero-tolerance policies” subjecting 
that to “violence, arrest, suspension, and/or expulsion”. The catastrophic incident of violence at 
Spring Valley High School in South Carolina – wherein school resource officer Ben Fields was 
videotaped dragging Shakara across the floor while still in her desk – is one example of a broader 
continuum of harm committed against black women and girls. The Children’s Defense Fund notes 
that these patterns reflect “America's pipeline to prison — a trajectory that leads to marginalized 
lives, imprisonment and often premature death.” To prevent these trends from occurring and 
intervene where the punitive policies or patterns are already in place, we have outlined policy 
solutions and public actions designed to end the school to prison pipeline.  
 
Suggestions for Public Actions: 
 
To combat the school to prison pipeline damaging the lives of black women and girls, consider 
having your ministry research and organizing a December or January action around one the 
following two action items. Each item is derived from a report issued by the African-American 
Policy Forum: 
 
1. Urge the U.S. Department of Education and other data-gathering institutions to 

refinestatistical reporting on disciplinary matters while disaggregating achievement data 
by race and gender 

 
What cannot be measured cannot be managed; requesting accurate data on damage incurred by 
black women and girls aids advocates in correcting wrongs and establishing a more equitable 
system. Ask the senior pastor or faith leader to announce a letter-writing initiative requesting 
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data on disciplinary matters (explusions, suspensions, etc.) by race and gender. The limitative 
should focus on either the U.S. Department of Education and/or your state’s department/bureau 
of education. After a worship service, appoint a captain to host an hour-long letter-writing drive. 
Collect the letters from each attendee, sending them to the relevant party noted above. 

 
2. Review and revise policies that funnel black girls into the juvenile justice system. 
 
As the African-American Policy Forum notes, “the lack of counseling and other effective conflict 
intervention strategies leads many girls into contact with the juvenile justice system. Schools 
should review their current policies and develop more robust measures to ensure that student 
conflict is not unwarrantedly subjected to criminal sanctions”. Assemble a working group at your 
congregation to investigate the polices that shepherd black girls into the juvenile justice system. 
Once the investigation is complete, share your findings and policy recommendations with the 
congregation via public meeting and with your local representatives, school board, and other 
public bodies associated with education. 
 
Must-Read Resources: 
 
African-American Policy Forum and Columbia Law School  
Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced, and Underprotected:  
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d2d22ae4b00c506cf
fe978/1423102506084/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf  
 
The White House Council on Women and Girls 
Women and Girls of Color: Addressing Challenges and Expanding Opportunity 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/documents/ADVANCING_EQUITY_FO
R_WOMEN_AND_GIRLS_OF_COLOR_REPORT.pdf 
 
African-American Policy Forum 

Race, Gender, and the School-To-Prison Pipeline: Expanding Our Discussion to Include Black Girls 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/5422efe3e4b040cd1f255

c1a/1411575779338/Morris-Race-Gender-and-the-School-to-Prison-Pipeline+FINAL.pdf  

 

Coalitions working on the School-to-Prison Pipeline: 

 

Children’s Defense Fund 

Cradle to Prison Pipeline Campaign 

http://www.childrensdefense.org/campaigns/cradle-to-prison-pipeline/  

African-American Policy Forum:  

www.aapf.org  

 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d2d22ae4b00c506cffe978/1423102506084/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d2d22ae4b00c506cffe978/1423102506084/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/documents/ADVANCING_EQUITY_FOR_WOMEN_AND_GIRLS_OF_COLOR_REPORT.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/documents/ADVANCING_EQUITY_FOR_WOMEN_AND_GIRLS_OF_COLOR_REPORT.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/5422efe3e4b040cd1f255c1a/1411575779338/Morris-Race-Gender-and-the-School-to-Prison-Pipeline+FINAL.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/5422efe3e4b040cd1f255c1a/1411575779338/Morris-Race-Gender-and-the-School-to-Prison-Pipeline+FINAL.pdf
http://www.childrensdefense.org/campaigns/cradle-to-prison-pipeline/
http://www.aapf.org/


 #StandwithBWG      14 
 

Intimate Partner Violence (Domestic Violence) 
 

Overview 

According to the National Coalition against Domestic Violence, roughly “1.3 million American 

women experience domestic violence or intimate partner violence”. Additionally, the University 

of Minnesota notes that “black women comprise 8% of the U.S. population but account for 22% 

of the homicides that result from domestic violence and intimate partner violence”. Intimate 

partner violence damages the psychological, physical, spiritual, and social well-being of black 

women and girls. As people of faith, we name the causes and consequences of such violence as 

more than catastrophic circumstances – they are sin. Intimate partner violence negatively 

impacts men and women, but disadvantages women at greater rates, with greater consequences. 

Below is a list of key issue areas, policy options and public actions, as well as further resources to 

consult in designing interventions into intimate partner violence. 

Suggestions for Public Action:  

1. Advocate for passage of the International Violence against Women Act (IAWA) 

Women against women and girls of color is not simply an American problem – it is a global 

violation of the human rights due every woman and girl. Amnesty International observes that 

“one-in-three women worldwide will be physically, sexually or otherwise abused during her 

lifetime, with rates reaching 70 percent in some countries”. Visit the following link to discover 

how your congregation can organize an action in support of the International Violence Against 

Women Act, http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-

women/international-violence-against-women-act  

2. Host a Prayer Vigil + Resource Fair  

Convene a prayer vigil and resource fair to support victims of intimate partner or domestic 

violence. For maximum participation on both fronts, make sure the prayer vigil is announced 

from the pulpit and that other congregations, community-based organization, local shelters – 

whoever is delivering relevant services or advocacy in this area – are invited to join the resource 

fair. 

Must-Read Resources: 

TIME 

Why Black Women Struggle More With Domestic Violence  

http://time.com/3313343/ray-rice-black-women-domestic-violence/ 

 

Institute on Domestic Violence in the African-American Community 

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) in the African-American Community  

http://www.idvaac.org/media/publications/FactSheet.IDVAAC_AAPCFV-

Community%20Insights.pdf  

http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-women/international-violence-against-women-act
http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-s-rights/violence-against-women/international-violence-against-women-act
http://time.com/3313343/ray-rice-black-women-domestic-violence/
http://www.idvaac.org/media/publications/FactSheet.IDVAAC_AAPCFV-Community%20Insights.pdf
http://www.idvaac.org/media/publications/FactSheet.IDVAAC_AAPCFV-Community%20Insights.pdf
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Center for American Progress  

How Women of Color are Disproportionate Impacted by Domestic Violence 

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2013/10/22/2818051/women-color-domestic-violence/  

 

Coalitions working on Intimate Partner Violence: 

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence: 

http://www.ncadv.org/  

 

FaithTrust:  

http://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/  

 

Institute on Domestic Violence in the African-American Community  

http://www.idvaac.org/  

Black Women’s Labor 

Overview 

Our faith declares that the laborer deserves to be paid (1 Timothy 5:18). Black women and girls 

experience gender pay inequities, wage theft, inadequate benefits relative their qualifications. 

Standing with black women and girls effective entails speaking out alongside already organizing 

women and girls of color. Despite being under noticed, black women are redefining the labor 

movement, advancing workplace equity for women – as well as men – and making economic 

democracy an increasing reality. Given the power imbalances, delayed promotions, and 

employment discrimination facing women and girls of color, we have outlined a suite of resources 

to prevent and reverse these trends. Prayerfully consider how your congregation can review 

organize around this issue.  

Suggestions for Public Action: 

1. Support fair pay for black women by organizing a #Fightfor15 action 

Black women are disproportionately represented in low-wage occupations. More than any 

demographic, black women stand to gain from a living wage which recognizes their contribution. 

Prayerfully consider joining an existing movement to fight for $15/hour and union or starting one, 

if an organizing effort doesn’t exist, in your local area. Learn more at www.fightfor15.org    

2. Take up a Justice Offering for Black Women Labor Organizers (such as Domestic Workers 

United) 

Take up a ministry of offering for organizations that support or benefit black women workers, 

such as Domestic Workers United. Domestic work is an occupation whose workforce includes 

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2013/10/22/2818051/women-color-domestic-violence/
http://www.ncadv.org/
http://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/
http://www.idvaac.org/
http://www.fightfor15.org/
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women and men, but is disproportionately comprised of women. To learn more about this 

organization, please visit www.domesticworkersunited.org 

3. Organize an “And Still I Rise” Town Hall for Black Women and Girls 

Convene a town hall on the employment conditions of black women and girls. In your city or 

state, are women of color paid equal compensation for performing the same tasks and jobs as 

men? Does your city or state have paid sick leave and paid family leave policies? Make sure that 

the town hall is action-oriented, and if your elect to invite politicians, invite them to make specific 

commitments to take particular action on a given piece of legislation, to introduce legislation, or 

at least commit to working group meetings to determine a constructive action.  

The proposed theme of the town hall is based on Dr. Maya Angelou’s historic report, which was 

invoked as a commissioned report on black women in the labor movement by the Institute of 

Policy Studies. 

http://www.blackwomensblueprint.org/economic_j.html  

Must-Read Resources:  

 

Discount Foundation, #BlackWorkMatters 

Linda Burnham, Gender and the Black Jobs Crisis  

http://www.discountfoundation.org/sites/all/files/black_workers_matter.pdf  

 

Institute for Policy Studies 

And Still I Rise: Black Women Labor Leaders’ Voices I Power I Promise 

http://and-still-i-rise.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/ASIR4_21.pdf  

 

Law at the Margins 

Chaumtoli Huq, A National Black Women’s Economic Agenda Would Improve All Workers’ 

Rights 

http://lawatthemargins.com/a-national-black-womens-economic-agenda-would-improve-all-

workers-rights/  

 

Coalitions working on Black Women’s Labor: 

Black Women’s Blueprint 

http://www.blackwomensblueprint.org/ 

 

Domestic Workers Alliance 

http://www.domesticworkersunited.org/index.php/en/  

 

Southern Rural Black Women’s Initiative 

http://www.srbwi.org/   

http://www.domesticworkersunited.org/
http://www.blackwomensblueprint.org/economic_j.html
http://www.discountfoundation.org/sites/all/files/black_workers_matter.pdf
http://and-still-i-rise.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/ASIR4_21.pdf
http://lawatthemargins.com/a-national-black-womens-economic-agenda-would-improve-all-workers-rights/
http://lawatthemargins.com/a-national-black-womens-economic-agenda-would-improve-all-workers-rights/
http://www.blackwomensblueprint.org/
http://www.domesticworkersunited.org/index.php/en/
http://www.srbwi.org/
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#iStandwithBWG Social Media Campaign  
 

The #StandwithBWG social media campaign is designed to educate, empower and exalt. 

 Educate our online community about the tremendous injustice our black girls and 

women are experiencing. 

 Empower our online community to get actively involved in the transformation of this 

system.  

 Exalt the lives of our black girls and women to a nation, system and world that devalues 

them.   

 

From Sunday, December 13th to Sunday, January 17th, we invite you to use your Twitter, Facebook 

and Instagram accounts to share the following posts.   

 

Suggested Facebook Posts 

 

School-to-Prison pipeline Facebook post:   

Black girls are suspended at higher rates (12 percent) than girls of any other race or ethnicity. In 

the spirit of the God who calls humanity to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God, I 

demand that schools in my community and around the nation adopt Restorative Practices and 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports models; engage in social and emotional learning 

(SEL); and utilize school-based Teen Advisory Councils to counter this trend.  #iStandwithBWG 

#RethinkDiscipline 

 

Black Girls Jail/Prison Facebook post:  

Although African-American girls represent about 14 percent of the United States population, they 

constitute 32 percent of girls who are detained and committed in the criminal justice system. The 

most common offenses for which girls are arrested include running away and truancy. These 

behaviors are also the most common symptoms or outcomes of trauma and abuse. In the spirit 

of God who restores and heals, I demand that black girls be treated as trauma victims and receive 

support instead of being treated as offenders and receiving punishment. #iStandwithBWG 

#EndSexualAbuseToPrisonPipeline 

 

Economic Justice Facebook Post: 

Poverty constricts the horizon of hope and health for black women and girls made in God’s 

image. In 2013, 43% of black women with a high school diploma were living in poverty, 

compared to 28% of white women with the same levels of educational attainment. And 

62% of black women were either poor or on the brink of being poor.  Childhood trauma is 

a risk factor for domestic sexual trafficking, poverty, homelessness, and a history of engagement 

with child welfare services and/or foster care. I demand an end to poverty in America through 
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job creation for the most vulnerable; a raise in the minimum wage; and access to quality, 

equitable education for all. #iStandwithBWG #LivingWageNow #EndChildPoverty #EndPoverty   

 

Black Women Jail/Prison Facebook Post 

As of 2001, the lifetime likelihood of imprisonment was 1 in 19 for black women, 1 in 45 for 

Hispanic women, and 1 in 118 for white women.  And in 2010, black women were incarcerated 

at nearly 3 times the rate of white women (133 versus 47 per 100,000).  I demand an end to 

mass incarceration.  #StandwithBWG #EndMassIncarceration 

 

Twitter Posts 

 

School suspension Twitter posts: 

Black girls are suspended at higher rates (12 percent) than girls of any other race or ethnicity.  

#iStandwithBWG #RethinkDiscipline 

For black girls, I demand that schools adopt restorative practices & institute social & emotional 

learning.  #iStandwithBWG #RethinkDiscipline 

 

Black Girls Jail/Prison Twitter posts: 

Although black girls represent about 14 percent of the United States population, they 

constitute 32 percent of girls who are detained and committed. #iStandwithBWG 

Common reasons for arresting black girls include running away & truancy, which are common 

symptoms/outcomes of trauma & abuse. #iStandwithBWG 

I demand that black girls be treated as trauma victims & not offenders. #StandwithBWG 

#SupportNotPunishment #EndSexualAbuseToPrisonPipeline 

 

Poverty Twitter post: 

43% of black women w/o a diploma live in poverty. And 62% of black women are poor or on the 

brink. I demand an end to poverty. #iStandwithBWG 

 

Black Women Jail/Prison Twitter post 

As of 2001, the likelihood of imprisonment was 1 in 19 for black women and 1 in 118 for white 

women. #EndMassIncarceration #iStandwithBWG 

 

Video Posts 

Also during the campaign, on your social media accounts, we would like for you to create and 

share 15 second videos expressing why you #iStandwithBWG.   

 

For this portion of the social media campaign, we really want to provide this nation and world 

with personal declarations on why we feel and believe that black women and girls’ lives matter. 

Other social media posts 
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We would also like for you to post personal and organizational accounts of what you and your 

congregation are doing to #StandwithBWG.  Via text or video using the hashtag #StandwithBWG,  

please post these testimonials to your social media pages during the from Sunday, December 13 

– Sunday, January 17th, the timeline of the campaign.   

 

For questions or guidance on executing the social media component of the campaign, please 

contact the #StandwithBWG Digital Campaign Director, Kercena A. Dozier, at 

DozierKercena@gmail.com. 

 

 
  

mailto:DozierKercena@gmail.com
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#StandwithBWG: Video Resources 

Dark Girls: Documentary (2011). 

Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall Turman: Why Does the Oppression of Black Women Continue in Black Churches? 

http://kineticslive.com/2014/01/dr-eboni-marshall-turman-oppression-black-women-continue-black-

churches/  

Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas: The prophetic responsibility of the Church 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOA5BXmh3gM  

Dr. Keri Day: Black Women, the Black Church, and the Struggle to Thrive in America 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6P0zz91sV0 

Rev. Dr. Emilie Townes, Justice Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZrsOgnB0o0  

Rev. Dr. Leslie Callahan, Preaching with Power: Black Lives Matter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g3LvVuETgY  

 

 

http://kineticslive.com/2014/01/dr-eboni-marshall-turman-oppression-black-women-continue-black-churches/
http://kineticslive.com/2014/01/dr-eboni-marshall-turman-oppression-black-women-continue-black-churches/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOA5BXmh3gM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6P0zz91sV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZrsOgnB0o0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g3LvVuETgY

